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LAND FOR MAINE’S FUTURE

State, Conservancy, local groups
join together to protect Kennebunk Plains

The Kennebunk Plains

On December 12, the Land for
Maine’s Future (LMF) Board made it
official at a press conference held in
Augusta: The first natural area to be
acquired with money from the $35
million public lands bond issue will be
1,458 acres at the Kennebunk Plains.
The board, made up of 11 private
citizens and public officials appointed
by Governor John McKernan, has been
at work since the bond issue passed,
first setting priorities and procedures,
then considering the initial round of
suggested lands. More than 50 proposals
were submitted for the September 30
nominating deadline. Of these, approx
imately one-third scored high enough to

merit further consideration and nego
tiation for purchase. The Kennebunk
Plains was the first to be completed.
The Land for Maine’s Future fund
allocated $2.5 million for the Kenne
bunk Plains project, which was proposed
by The Nature Conservancy. This
amount is just 60 percent of the land’s
appraised fair market value, which was
estimated to be $4.1 million last
August. The fund’s investment outlay
will be matched by local, private and
state contributions of money, land and
long-term management services that
also total approximately $2.5 million.
After a year of discussions, the
landowners, Coastal Blueberry Service

of Ellsworth, gave the Conservancy an
option to buy the Plains property for
$2.9 million ($1.2 million less than its
appraised value) provided that a
commitment could be made before the
end of the 1988 tax year. Once the LMF
Board had notified the Conservancy of
its favorable decision, we immediately
exercised our option.
Under the terms of the option, the
Conservancy will purchase the land
from Coastal Blueberry no later than
June 5, 1989. TNC will then re-sell the
property to the state at cost.
We anticipate that the Department of
to page four
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the associate
director's column
Kent Wommack, Associate Director

The Maine Chapter of The Nature
Conservancy has never been shy about
thinking big. This is fortunate; for when
your goal is the preservation of the full
array of Maine’s natural diversity no
other kind of thinking will do. So when
we set out to preserve the Kennebunk
Plains, we set our sights on no less than
all of the threatened area. This
amounted to more than 1,500 acres.
Fifteen hundred acres in southern
Maine! Last spring, prime, developable
southern Maine land was appreciating at
five percent or more per month. In
August, an appraisal done on behalf of
the Conservancy pegged the Kennebunk
Plains property at a value of $4.1
million—and climbing. It was clear we
had to move quickly—and have lots of
help—if we wanted to save this
extraordinary site from developers who
were actively bidding on the land.
Fortunately, we were not the only
ones concerned about the Plains—and
ready to think big. During negotiations
with Conservancy staff, Coastal Blue
berry Service generously agreed to sell
the land for $1.2 million less than its
(then) appraised value. This very large
contribution brought the price within
striking distance of available funding.
The local water district thought big
about safeguarding the region’s water
supply and keeping the land open to the
public. It made a substantial cash
contribution and volunteered to take on
long-term responsibility for much of
the land and its waters. The Kennebunk
Conservation Commission voted to
contribute their entire land preservation
fund to the effort. The Ramanascho

Land Preservation Trust, a local land
trust, offered to mount its first-ever
capital campaign to raise $10,000 for
the purchase.
These local contributions of money
put a substantial dent in the price of the
land. But it never would have been
enough if the most important party, the
Land for Maine’s Future Board, had not
been willing to think big too. Their
willingness to spend $2.5 million for
this one property confirms their serious
commitment to acquiring lands sup
porting diverse recreational and natural
values (including endangered species)
and to stretching their dollars through
matching funds.
In addition to pledges of money for
the actual land purchase, both TNC and
the local water district have offered to
provide the state with natural resource
inventory and land management ser
vices. The Conservancy has also offered
to transfer a recently acquired bald eagle
nesting site in Hancock County to the
Department of Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife, which has primary respon
sibility in Maine for the well-being of
this federally endangered species. All
told, the cash contributions, additional
services, and eagle sanctuary are worth
another $2.5 million.
It may not always be possible for the
state to match its bond proceeds dollarfor-dollar, as was done in this case, but
the LMF Board’s determination to get
the most for their money will be the key
factor in its future acquisitions. If we all
pitch in and think big, there’s no telling
what we can accomplish together.
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’Tis the season
Please check your mail
for the Maine Chapter’s
Annual Appeal letter.
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Governor John McKernan with. Maine Chapter Chair Sherry Huber and Executive Director

Mason Morfit at the Critical Areas Program Awards ceremony.

Maine Chapter receives
Critical Areas Program Award
In a ceremony held in late October,
Governor John McKernan and State
Planning Office Director Richard
Silkman presented Critical Areas
Program Awards to the Maine Chapter
of The Nature Conservancy, the town
of Columbia, and the Davis family of
York. The awards are given each year to
individuals and organizations for
outstanding effort in conservation of
Maine’s Critical Areas.
The Governor thanked the Maine
Chapter’s board, members and staff for
their achievements in protecting Maine’s
natural heritage for future generations.
The Chapter was given special recogni
tion for its role in protecting the Big
Reed Pond old-growth forest and the
Donnell Pond-Tunk Lake-Black Moun
tain area.
Maine Chapter Chair Sherry Huber
and Executive Director Mason Morfit
accepted the award on behalf of the
Chapter. In his remarks, Mason praised
recently appointed Department of Con
servation Commissioner Ed Meadows
for his work on the Big Reed and
Donnell Pond land transactions (as
representative for Seven Islands Land
Company and Director of the Bureau of
Public Lands, respectively.) He also

took the opportunity to humorously
offer a special award, a belt with "oak
leaf cluster” recognizing Ed Meadows as
a "light-heavyweight champion in land
conservation matters.”
The Critical Areas Advisory Board
presented Governor McKernan with a
special award for his support of the
Donnell Pond public lands acquisition.
The Governor accepted the award, a
photograph of Donnell Pond, noting
that most of the credit belonged to Ed
Meadows, the Conservancy, and the
interested parties involved.
The town of Columbia received an
award for its role in protecting its
1,000-acre portion of the Great Heath.
The town has signed a right-of-firstrefusal and management agreement with
The Nature Conservancy. This allows
TNC to help manage the bog, and
guarantees us an opportunity to match
any offer ever made to buy the
property.
The Davis family was recognized for
its stewardship of a stand of old-growth
white oaks. Upon learning of the
significance of the oaks, the family
terminated a pending sale and has since
taken special care of the trees for nearly
a decade.

Memorial gifts
Gifts in memory of the following
individuals have been received by the
Maine Chapter:
John M. Alden
Jacob L. Crane
Margaret (Peggy) Fuller
Donald Ketner
Viola D. Moore
Carl G. Nelson
Kendall R. Powers
Martin Rosinski
William Rowe
Ida Gass Ullian
William Vaughn
Marion Vedder
Bequests
We are grateful for the following
bequest:
Mildred Grierson, $10,000
New life members
Any gift of $1,000 or more to the
Maine Chapter Land Preservation Fund
provides a life membership for the
donor and spouse in the Maine
Chapter of The Nature Conservancy.
All such gifts furnish a long-term
source of support to help save land
here in Maine.
We are pleased to welcome as new
life members:
Stu Kane
Jan Collins
Frank & Barbara Wendt
Corporate members
Any gift of $100 or more qualifies a
business as a corporate member of the
Maine Chapter. We are pleased to have
received support from the following,
and welcome them as members of the
Maine Chapter.
Falcon Shoe Manufacturing Co.
New England Telephone Co.
Poseidon Kayak Imports
Ticor Title Insurance
Foundation support
We are pleased to recognize the
support of the following foundations:
The Baldwin Foundation
The Rust Foundation
Elmina B. Sewall Foundation
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The Plains__
from page one

Inland Fisheries and Wildlife will be
designated as the agency to hold title to
the Plains. However, TNC and the
Kennebunk, Kennebunkport, Wells
Water District have offered to assume
joint responsibility for day-to-day
management of the land.

A cooperative effort
The Kennebunk Plains protection
effort is a model of public-private
cooperation. The proposal was strongly
endorsed by many local groups,
including the Kennebunk Board of
Selectmen; Kennebunk Conservation
Commission; Kennebunk Fish and
Game Club; Kennebunk, Kennebunk
port, Wells Water District; Kennebunk
Planning Board; Ramanascho Land
Preservation Trust; Wells Conservation
Commission; and Wells Planning
Board.
The Water District has offered to
take an active role in managing the areas
within the recharge area for Branch
Brook, the water supply for several
nearby towns. In addition to contrib
uting $100,000 in cash toward the
land’s purchase price, the district has
also pledged to rebuild a washed-out
dam on Cold Water Brook. The dam
once created a popular fishing pond and
valuable wildlife habitat.
The Kennebunk Conservation Com
mission has requested that the town put
all of its land preservation fund,
currently valued at $13,398, toward the
Plains purchase. The expenditure must
be approved at the next Town Meeting.
The Ramanascho Land Preservation
Trust, a local private land trust,
volunteered to raise $10,000 toward
this purchase in its first-ever capital
campaign.
TNC’s Maine Chapter, which has
been steadily working on protecting the
Plains since 1984, conducted the initial
scientific research, handled the land
negotiations, and submitted the final
proposal to the LMF Board.
The Conservancy has offered to
assume responsibility for long-term
management of the portion of the Plains
supporting the most threatened natural
features. In addition to pledging land
acquisition and management services
valued at $150,000, the Conservancy
also offered to transfer 105 acres of
4—Maine Legacy, December 1988
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type of grassland, the burns helped to
maintain its characteristic species and
openness. However, in recent years,
herbicides were applied to eliminate
vegetation competing with the blue
berries. The herbicide treatments were
very effective, removing nearly all of the
ground cover. Fortunately, test plots
have shown that areas treated with the
A threatened ecological
herbicide will recover after several
system
years.
The Plains are fringed by an extensive
The Kennebunk Plains, renowned for
pitch pine/scrub oak forest, a type of
its assemblage of endangered and
forest community that has been steadily
threatened species, has long ranked
declining throughout its range on the
among the Maine Chapter’s top priori
east coast. On the moister slopes, the
ties. In 1987, the Chapter purchased a
forest grades first into white pine and
120-acre preserve at the Plains, a
white oak, then into the mixed
project to which hundreds of Chapter
hardwoods typical of southern Maine.
members contributed. This property
Hemlocks grow in the cool ravines.
abuts the new public land and will
Up to 70 feet of clear sand left by the
remain in Conservancy ownership.
retreating
glaciers lies under the
Together, the two parcels protect all of
Kennebunk Plains. This glacial outwash
deposit forms one of the most important
aquifers in southern Maine. The
communities of Kennebunk, Kennebunk
port, Wells, Ogunquit, Arundel, and
portions of Biddeford Pool and York
depend upon the Plains aquifer for their
water supplies.
The site includes four brooks which
offer fine fishing for brook trout.
Countless springs flow out of the edge
of the sandy plateau, creating steep
ravines. The sheltered wooded areas
along the springs and streams are
excellent wildlife habitat. Mammals
known to frequent the Plains include
white-tailed deer (numerous), moose,
otter, beaver, bobcat, gray fox, red fox,
coyote, long-tailed weasel, mink, skunk,
f raccoon, and black bear.
The bird life of the Plains is also rich
and varied. Wild turkeys, reintroduced
several years ago, are a well-known
attraction, especially when the toms
feed on the open barrens in the spring.
the coastal sandplain grassland natural
Other birds include ruffed grouse,
community, along with its dependent
woodcock, and 87 more species known
species.
to breed in the varied habitats included
The Plains is vital habitat for at least
in the 1,500 acres. Fifty additional
five plant and animal species that are
species have been seen passing through
considered endangered (in immediate
on migration, including occasional
danger of extermination) or threatened
wanderers such as sandhill cranes and
(will become endangered if populations
western meadowlarks.
experience further decline) in Maine.

prime waterfront land on Taunton Bay
to the state. This land, which was
recently acquired by the Chapter,
supports two bald eagle nests and
includes more than a mile of spectacular
shorefront on an estuary. The land will
be owned and managed by the Depart
ment of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife.

(Please see sidebar.)

Open country

Most of the grassland was burned
regularly over the years to maintain it as
blueberry barrens. Since natural fires
are a key factor in the evolution of this

The Plains is an open, natural space in
the center of a region that is steadily
losing its undeveloped land. The most
common surrounding land use is

Maine Chapter
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Environmental Award

11 For more than three decades, the Maine Chapter of The Nature Conservancy has worked
with great dedication and skill to preserve precious remnants of Maine’s natural heritage for
present andfuture generations. Faced with growing development pressures of unprecedented
proportions, the Maine Chapter within the last two years alone has more than doubled—to
some 50,000 acres—the total area of threatened wilderness that it holds under protection,
including one-of-a-kind island preserves and thousands of acres offorest and other lands
controlling access to environmentally unique ponds, bogs, and lakes. In addition, the Maine
Chapter played the leading role in mobilizing public support for the trailblazing $35-million
bond issue for purchase of public lands that was approved by Maine voters late in 1987.
For these accomplishments, and for its continuing stewardship over its own preserves and
network of conservation easements, Down East is proud to honor the Maine Chapter of The
Nature Conservancy, its dedicated trustees, staff, and members, with the 1989 Down East
Environmental Award/1

Drawing courtesy of Jon Luoma/Ma/ne Times
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residential housing. As a well-drained,
easily landscaped piece of land, the
Plains could have been developed very
efficiently.
The endangered and threatened
species that find refuge on the Plains are
in trouble specifically because their
preferred habitats—open grassland and
pitch pine forest—are so easily con
verted to houselots and shopping
centers. The Plains is not only one of
the largest open tracts left in southern
Maine, it is also one of the largest
remaining undeveloped sandplain grass
lands left in New England.
Although the blueberry company
posted the land against trespassing, it
did allow public access for traditional
recreational pursuits that did not
interfere with its operations. For many
years, people have enjoyed birdwatching,
botanizing, fishing, hunting, snowmobiling, and cross-country skiing at
the Plains.
It is expected that such dispersed,
low-impact recreational use will con
tinue. A network of sand tracks and
trails offers visitors access. Although
the land will be open for public use,
there are no plans for special visitor
facilities or improvements.
The investment made by Maine
Chapter members in 1987 to buy the
first 120 acres of the Kennebunk Plains
has paid off handsomely with the state’s
commitment to acquire the rest of this
extraordinary natural area. Today’s
good news is just the beginning; watch
the newsletter for more on management
plans and field trips scheduled for the
coming summer.

Time for round two
The Land for Maine’s Future Board
will be accepting new or resubmitted
proposals for land acquisitions begin
ning in January. At press time, no
decision had yet been made concerning
a deadline for this round. For more
information and a copy of the proposal
guidelines, please contact Lissa Widoff
at the State Planning Office, State
House Station #38, Augusta, Maine
04333; telephone, 289-3261.

Grasshopper sparrows and northern blazing stars
The Kennebunk Plains is home to five animal and plant species
considered endangered and threatened in Maine:
• Grasshopper sparrow

The Kennebunk Plains supports one of the
largest known mainland breeding populations in
New England, and one of the only three nesting
sites in Maine. The tiny, reclusive sparrows
prefer dry grassland habitats with bunching grasses.
Status: State Endangered. In 1984, 26 pairs
nested on the Plains. By 1987, the population
had declined to 12 pairs due to habitat
degradation caused by the extensive application
of herbicides. The U.S. Fish &. Wildlife Service
has documented significant long-term declines of
the species throughout its U.S. range.
• Black racer snake

This beautiful, jet black snake grows up to five
feet long and inhabits the pitch pine/scrub oak
woods that fringe the Plains.
Status: State Endangered. Known in Maine
only in York County. The Plains supports the
only documented population in the state.
• Northern blazing star

The Plains becomes a sea of purple in the fall
when this tall wildflower blooms. It thrives with
periodic fires, and has proven remarkably
resistant to herbicides.
Status: State Threatened. The Plains
population is believed to be the largest
remaining population of this wildflower in the
world. The northern blazing star is rare and
declining throughout its range.
• Toothed white-topped aster

This small aster favors dry, sandy openings.
Status: State Threatened. The Plains and
adjacent Wells Barren are the only known
populations in Maine.

Grasshopper
sparrow

• Upright bindweed

An upright cousin of the much more common
morning glory, this flower appears to have
suffered from the application of herbicides at
the Plains. It is hoped the species will reappear
after the grassland is restored.
Status: State Threatened. Once found at nine
sites in Maine, upright bindweed is currently
known at only three locations.

There are also seven species identified by the state as being of special
concern—species that appear to be vulnerable and in need of particular
attention:
•
•
•
•

Upland sandpiper
Horned lark
Vesper sparrow
Ribbon snake

• Wood turtle
• Trembling sallow
and broad sallow
moths
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by John Albright, heritage program director

Which is more rare, the Orono sedge
(Carex oronensis), a recently re-discovered plant now known from slightly
more than 40 locations in Maine, or the
Hessel’s hairstreak (Mitoura hesseli), a
little green butterfly discovered for the
first time in Maine one year ago, and
now known from only that single
location?
Careful. It’s a trick question.
Although the Orono sedge is known
from more locations in Maine, and
therefore one might think it less rare, it
is Maine’s only known truly endemic
plant species. Endemic means that the
Orono sedge is known from nowhere
else in the world except in Maine’s
Penobscot River valley. (The Furbish
lousewort [Pedicularis furbishiae] cannot
accurately be called endemic to Maine,
since it also grows along the St. John
River valley.)
A fundamental step in determining
the status of any species is to know how
many places it grows (or swims or nests
or burrows...), or in Heritage terminol
ogy, how many occurrences exist. The
Orono sedge is found from Frankfort to
Mattawamkeag in many separate loca
tions. Each location contains sub
populations of just a few to many stems.
We can count each of these sub
populations, however small, as indi
vidual occurrences. This way, there are
more than 40 occurrences of this plant.
Alternatively, could we not consider the
total population of this sedge within the
Penobscot River valley as a single large
occurrence of this species? After all, the
river valley constitutes a discrete
ecological unit (admittedly rather large
for Maine, but small for the world),
which is made even more discrete, or
unique, by the presence of an endemic
species. If we count this way, then we
can argue from a broader (i.e. global)
perspective that the Orono sedge exists
on this earth in only one location.
The Hessel’s hairstreak, on the other
hand, occurs in many (but not all) states
of the eastern seaboard. It just happens
to reach the northern limit of its range
in extreme southern Maine.
But consider this. The hairstreak
occurs in relatively few locations
(ranging from one to 20 or more) in
each of these states. In some states, it is
listed on the official endangered species
6—Maine Legacy, December 1988

list (Maine does not yet consider
invertebrates in the endangered species
listing process). Further, hairstreaks are
completely dependent on Atlantic white
cedar—the only food plant for its

larvae. The Atlantic white cedar swamp
natural community is declining and
threatened throughout its range which,
incidentally, is larger than the range of
the Hessel’s hairstreak.
So now, which is more rare, the
Orono sedge or the Hessel’s hairstreak?
If you chose either species as being
more rare, then you have been tricked.
At least you have been tricked into
thinking only about "rarity.” Both
species are undeniably rare. But rarity is
really a rather slippery concept. Indeed,
several different types of rarity are
recognized by the scientific community.
A species or natural community type is
legitimately considered rare if it occurs
as few individuals (or populations) in
few locations rangewide; a few indi
viduals in many locations; or many
individuals in few locations. And even a
species very common rangewide, the
puffin for example, becomes "rare” at
the edges of its range. This is simply

because environmental and biological
influences (such as colder climate and
interspecific competition) make it more
difficult for the species to live in the
great numbers found in the center of its
range.
The other question we should always
be asking ourselves is: how threatened is
the species or natural community?
Understanding threats to a species’
survival will modify our perception of
rarity, and hence help guide our
conservation efforts to those species
most in need.
And this is precisely why the Heritage
Program exists. Our primary goal is to
provide factual, objective information
about the numbers of occurrences for
all species and communities in Maine.
Because we are an ongoing inventory,
this body of information is increasingly
accurate, and hence reflects the true
biological status of species and natural
communities more closely than short
term inventories. Counting occurrences
lets us know which of Maine’s nearly
3,500 plants, vertebrates, and natural
communities are not common. And, by
tracking the condition and quality of
each of these occurrences, and where
they are located in relation to human
habitations or development, we also
achieve a better understanding of the
biological and physical influences that
might threaten a particular feature’s
survival.

New England Wildflower
Society seeks land
The New England Wildflower Society,
a nonprofit organization dedicated to
the conservation and horticulture of
native North American plants, is
searching for land to be developed as a
Maine wildflower garden and chapter
headquarters. The land must be at least
50 acres, be accessible from major
highways, have a variety of habitat
conditions, and be suitable for the
development of wildflower gardens and
visitor facilities.
For more information, please contact
Susan Hayward, Chapter Chairman,
107 Nichols Street, Lewiston, Maine
04240.

WE NEED YOU!

Research contracts
program seeks
proposals
The Maine Chapter is seeking
proposals to its Research Contracts
Program. Now in its eighth year, the
Chapter’s research program supplements
the efforts of the Chapter science and
stewardship staff, directing and focusing
research done by others toward manage
ment and protection needs of Maine’s
special ecosystems and rare species.
Current research includes manage
ment options for a rare fen community
experiencing shrub encroachment;
population biology of the rare sedge
Carex polymorpha; and monitoring
populations of the orchid Cypripedium
arietinum.

Priority topics for the coming year
are:
• design and implementation of a
monitoring plan for pitch pine/scrub
oak woodlands that will assess the
success of cutting and burning in
maintaining and regenerating the
natural community;
• study of the management implica
tions of stand history, current age
structure, and regeneration of Atlantic
white cedar at Appleton Bog;
• inventories that will locate popula
tions of rare dragonfly species, assess
known populations of dorcas copper
butterflies, and find outstanding exam
ples of floodplain forest natural
communities.
Although the above topics will be
given first consideration, other proposals
are welcome. Proposed research should
have the potential to assist the Conser
vancy in improving protection of rare
species and outstanding natural com
munities, and/or in managing its lands.
Requests for one-year funding up to
$3,000 and multi-year funding up to
$6,000 will be considered.
Application guidelines and additional
information on priority topics are
available from the Chapter office. The
deadline for application is February
24, 1989. Interested researchers are
encouraged to talk with Barbara
Vickery, Director of Science and
Stewardship, before submitting a
proposal (729-5181).

Christmas wishlist
One of the many ways in which
Maine Chapter members have been
immensely helpful is with donations of
practical items. The Chapter has given a
new purpose in life to donated items
ranging from gas refrigerators to type
writers to radios.
It’s been a busy year; with the addi
tion of more new lands and respon
sibilities we find that there are, not sur
prisingly, more practical items needed
to help the Chapter do its job. Please
take a look in the shed, down cellar and
out back. We’ll be most grateful if you
can help us acquire the items on our
wishlist and, as an added bonus, the
taxman will smile upon your generosity
come April 15.
If you can help with any of the items
on the list, please let us know at the
Chapter office, P.O. Box 338, Topsham,
Maine 04086; telephone, 729-5181.
Thank you.
For the preserves

Tools of the trade

• an apartment-size bottled gas stove
for the Damariscove Island caretakers’
cabin;
• a battery-powered, heavy-duty drill
for driving sheetrock screws into ply
wood signs;
• a gas-powered "weedwhacker” that
can handle dense, tall grass and the
occasional hidden raspberry bush;
• a portable, cordless telephone for
the caretaker’s cabin at Douglas
Mountain;
• trail maintenance tools: clippers,
sling, brush hook, etc.;
• a simple lawnmower with a reason
able remaining life expectancy
For out in the field

Getting around

• a plastic or aluminum cartopper
boat (ideally with outboard) that is
seaworthy enough for cruising inshore
and inland waters, but that is also light
enough for two people to handle easily,
and possible for one person to handle in
a pinch.
For the office

Just the FAX, ma’am

Although some of us have had to be
hauled into the 21st century (your edi
tor still keeps her 1920s-era Royal at
the ready, just in case...), we have
come to appreciate the intelligence and
efficiency of several newfangled devices.

One of the recent wonders that we do
not have, but covet mightily, is a FAX
machine. Communications between
staff working in the hinterlands and the
Chapter office, as well as between the
Chapter office and the rest of the world,
would be a lot easier if we had a way to
send and receive maps, official docu
ments, and other important papers
more expeditiously, cheaply and pre
dictably than by overnight mail.
If you can help the Chapter keep up
and running in the brave new "need-itnow” world with the donation of a FAX
machine, we humans promise to thank
you personally, with only minimal as
sistance from our electronic wizardry.

Stuffing, sticking,
stamping...
We need people who can come into
the Topsham office for one or two days
a month. If you’d like to join our list of
persons to call when the crunch comes,
please contact Debbie at the Chapter of
fice (729-5181). We can’t promise you
glamorous work—plan on stuffing en
velopes, sticking labels and the like—
but we do offer a pleasant place to
work, friendly folks, deep gratitude for
your help, and the occasional pizza.

(or, keep those cards and
letters—and status reports—
coming)
A hearty thank you to all our moni
tors who have turned in their 1988
status reports. We appreciate your
taking the time to help us watch over
our protected properties, and to keep us
informed in writing; not only do your
reports provide valuable documentation
for our records, they are a lot of fun to
read!
Unfortunately, we have received
fewer than usual monitoring reports
this year. So, a reminder to all our
preserve, easement and transfer
monitors: please help us match our

previous response rate of better than 90
percent and send in your status report
TODAY. We would really like to hear
from you.
Maine Legacy, December 1988—7

New Yorker suggests
TNC gift memberships
In the December 5 issue of the New
Yorker magazine an anonymous (but
enlightened and eloquent) author sug
gested—as the first present to be con
sidered—gift memberships in The
Nature Conservancy. Four Conservancy
projects were cited as examples; one was
Big Reed Pond Preserve here in Maine.
We wish a most Merry Christmas to our
friends at the New Yorker, and anticipate
a flurry of gift memberships.
Gift memberships in the Maine
Chapter are available for $10 and up.
Dues are as follows: Introductory, $10;
Subscribing, $15; Family, $25; Sup
porting, $50; Guarantor, $100; Life,
$1,000 (one-time). Corporate member
ships are also available beginning at
$100. To give gift memberships to the
ones you love, just send us their names
and addresses, your name and address,
and dues in the appropriate category.

Swiss couple
donates
unspoiled
pond shore
A Swiss couple’s generosity has kept
another special part of Maine free from
development and open to the public.
The couple recently donated 52 acres
of woodland bordering Knight’s pond
in Northport to the Maine Chapter. The
property includes the foot of Ducktrap
Mountain and more than a mile of the
pond’s southern shore. The undeveloped
pond is located two miles from
Penobscot Bay, near Camden.
Since 1966, the Conservancy has
maintained a 252-acre preserve on the
northern shore of the pond. This area,
named the St. Clair Preserve in honor of
its former caretaker, was donated to the
Chapter by the Cary Bok family. With
the addition of the new parcel to the
south, the Chapter now protects most
of the pond shore.
About a year ago, developers acquired
the 52-acre property. The Swiss couple
bought the land from them with the
intention of donating it to a conservation
group. The couple spends time in the
area, and wanted to see the pond left as
it is.
"The land’s donors don’t want any
special recognition and prefer to remain
anonymous,” said Chapter Associate
Director Kent Wommack. "They see

National Geographic features
Canoeing across Knight’s Pond to study the
Atlantic white cedar.

their gift simply as an international
gesture of friendship.”
The Knight’s Pond preserve helps
protect a stand of globally threatened
Atlantic white cedar. As one of four
significant stands in Maine, the Knight’s
Pond cedar bog is a Registered State
Critical Area.
Both shores of the preserve are easily
reached from the town landing, and are
popular spots for swimming and
picnicking. Visitors may also walk to
the north shore from Knight’s Pond
Road.

Nature Conservancy
The December issue of National
Geographic celebrates the society’s
centennial and asks "Can Man Save
This Fragile Earth?” In search of the
answer, Geographic writer Noel Grove
and photographer Stephen J. Krasemann
spent months visiting Nature Conser
vancy lands across the country and
learning how the organization succeeds.
Their 26-page article is a fascinating and
beautiful view of the Conservancy’s
work.
The December feature is only the
second time National Geographic has
highlighted the accomplishments of a
private organization.
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Happy holidays

and
best wishes
for the New Year

from the
Maine Chapter
staff and trustees
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